
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Wednesday, 23 October 2013] 

 p5388b-5389a 
Ms Wendy Duncan; Speaker; Mr Brendon Grylls 

 [1] 

EDUCATION — ROYALTIES FOR REGIONS 

656. Ms W.M. DUNCAN to the Minister for Regional Development: 
The Liberal–National government has overseen a record level of investment in regional Western Australia. Can 
the minister please provide an update — 

Mr D.J. Kelly: Sit down! 

The SPEAKER: Thank you very much, member for Bassendean. When I want your assistance in telling me 
who I should sit down, I will ask for it. I call you to order for the first time. 
Ms W.M. DUNCAN: Can the Minister for Regional Development please provide an update on how the state 
government’s royalties for regions program is supporting regional education? 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS replied: 
I thank the member for Kalgoorlie for the question. She is very much looking forward to the program to upgrade 
the school system in Kalgoorlie. 

On Friday last week I joined the Minister for Education, Peter Collier, in Karratha to formally launch the brand-
new Karratha Senior High School—a $55 million investment including $9.5 million from the royalties for 
regions program. The school has been in operation since August. I encourage all members of Parliament who 
have not been to Karratha recently to go and look at the level of spend on infrastructure and service delivery that 
we are putting into Pilbara communities. Just today there were some announcements about BHP may be being a 
bit more bullish on iron ore again, which is positive. The state government is making sure it is investing in the 
infrastructure of the Pilbara to make sure those communities can take full advantage of that.  
We have built a brand-new campus for Karratha Senior High School, located right next door to the new 
$60 million Karratha Leisureplex. The students of Karratha Senior High School will have access to what I 
believe is the best leisure facility in Australia. No more will parents in the Pilbara be saying that they will have 
to send their kids to boarding school so they can get decent infrastructure; they will now be saying that they are 
disappointed to send kids to a private school in Perth because the infrastructure is poorer there than it is in 
Karratha. This is a remarkable project. Just the week before, the Minister for Training and 
Workforce Development announced a partnership with Woodside at Pilbara Institute that will allow students of 
Pilbara Institute to work on specialist equipment and be trained to move into Woodside’s workforce. That new 
precinct on Dampier Highway in Karratha is a very, very unique education precinct, and is certainly one of the 
great examples of how regional development is being driven to such a degree by this government.  
Before I move on to other areas we are investing in, the best message I took out of that visit to Karratha Senior 
High School was that on the wall of one of the classrooms was a notice from Rio Tinto offering students summer 
internships in the workshop and administration centre. What better way for young Western Australians to 
transition into the resource workforce than to attend Karratha Senior High School, get that summer internship 
with Rio in either admin or the workshop, and set themselves up to maybe win an apprenticeship or another 
opportunity into the future. That opportunity in the Pilbara to link our students with brilliant infrastructure, 
brilliant higher learning after school, and linking back into the resource sector with Woodside at the institute, or 
Rio Tinto from the classroom is, I think, a unique opportunity. I congratulate Rio and the school for putting that 
package together. I am hoping to see examples of young students who have taken up that opportunity.  
Across the state are many more projects. A brand-new K–12 college has been provided in Merredin; Esperance 
Primary School has been completely overhauled; Pinjarra Senior High School has a new technology and 
enterprise learning area; there is a new administration block at Collie Senior High School, and the performing 
arts building is being extended and upgraded; the member for Wagin tells me that Katanning Senior High School 
will be opening soon; Denmark High School has upgraded science facilities; and work has been done at Derby, 
Broome, Hedland, Northam and Narrogin—the list goes on. Across the length and breadth of regional Western 
Australia, the education infrastructure is being rebuilt under the Liberal-National government. We know that 
getting the infrastructure right and attracting and retaining families in those country communities sets regional 
Western Australia up for a very prosperous future. 
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